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Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s »Purple Hibiscus« (2003)

Ein Roman aus dem postkolonialen Nigeria

Die nigerianische Autorin Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie (* 1977) veréffentlichte 2003 ihren Debiitroman. Fiir ihn
erhielt sie 2004 den Hurston-Wright Legacy Award — Best Debut Fiction und 2005 den Commonwealth Writers
Prize — Best First Book. Mittlerweile gilt sie als eine der bedeutendsten jungen Stimmen der Weltliteratur.

Ihr Roman biindelt die grof3en Themen der Epik: Saga einer Familie, Leben und Tod, Liebe und Hass, Unterwer-
fung und Aufruhr, Unterdriickung und Freiheit, Selbst- und Fremdbestimmung, Tradition und Aufbruch, Alltag
und politische Kultur, autoritire und liberale Erziehungsvorstellungen. Der Entwicklungsroman, der aus der Per-
spektive der 15-jahrigen Protagonistin erzihlt wird, wirft zudem einen kritischen Blick auf das Erbe des Kolonia-
lismus in Nigeria. Er beleuchtet den Gegensatz zwischen der von 1993 bis 1998 herrschenden Militirdiktatur und
dem demokratischen Widerstand, untersucht aber auch die wirtschaftlichen und sozialen Probleme des Landes.

Die Auflésung einer Familienstruktur spiegelt sich im Verfall Nigerias. Religiose Ausprigungen, ihr Neben-
und Gegeneinander zwischen fundamentalistischer Strenge und Toleranz, zwischen Christentum und Natur-
religion sind ein weiteres durchgingiges Thema. Zudem entwirft der Erzahlkosmos ein differenziertes Bild von
Frauenrollen, die sich angesichts patriarchalischer Strukturen entwickeln. Nicht zuletzt spricht der Roman mit
seiner detaillierten Darstellung der tropischen Natur und der vielfiltigen Kochkunst Nigerias alle Sinne der
Leserschaftan.

Die Unterrichtsanregungen greifen die gingigen Operatoren fiir textverstehende (Anforderungsbereich 1),
-analysierende (Anforderungsbereich 11) sowie -kommentierende und produktionsorientierte (Anforderungsbe-
reich 111) Methoden des Leseverstehens im Englischunterricht auf. Die produktionsorientierten Aufgaben-
stellungen nutzen dabei unter anderem gezielt Leerstellen in der Erzihlung. Sie umfassen verschiedene miindli-
che und schriftliche Zieltextformate. Auch die neue Aufgabenform der Mediation findet ihren Platz. Das erste
Kapitel des Romans nimmt erzihltechnisch eine Sonderstellung ein, weil es die zentralen Konfliktlinien des
Handlungsstrangs antizipierend skizziert. Vor diesem Hintergrund begleiten eigenstindige Aufgaben das Lesen
des Ero6ffnungskapitels.

Pre-reading activity

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie opens her novel Purple Hibiscus by the following sentence: »Things started to fall
apart at home ...«. Taking this statement into account, point out what might happen in a family when things fall
apart. (AFB I)

While-reading activities
Chapter 1

1. Explain by which narrative techniques the reader is informed about the events described and the characters
mentioned. (AFB II)

2. Describe Kambili’s state of mind against the background of the growing conflict between her brother and her
father. (AFB 1)

3. Kambili states: »I reached out and clasped his [Jaja’s] hand shortly before we went into the dining room.«
(p-11) Imagine Kambili spoke up to her brother in a short response to his behaviour towards their father. Write
down what she might say. (AFB 111)

4. I have nothing to sayy, Jaja said.« (p. 13) If he did speak about what is on his mind, what would he tell his
father? Write down his answer to his father’s question: »Have you nothing to say, gho, Jaja?« (AFB 111)

5. Characterize the relationship between Jaja and his father, Kambili and her father, Eugene and his wife respec-
tively. (AFB 1I)
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6.
7.

Outline what kind of a man Eugene appears to be in the opening chapter of the novel. (AFB 11)

a) Atthe end of the chapter, the reader learns about the meaning of the novel’s title for the first time. Explain
in your own words what purple hibiscus means to Kambili. (AFB 1)

b) In this context, Kambili also says: »A freedom to be, to do.« Explain what she might mean by this state-
ment by thinking about the events in the first chapter. (AFB 11)

Other chapters

. Characterize the social background of Kambili’s family by

a) paying special attention to their housing conditions and the schooling of the children,

b) looking at her father’s social status,

¢) by comparing Kambili’s living conditions with those of Aunty Ifeoma’s family’s and those of many other
Nigerians. (AFB 1I)

. Characterize the political, economic, and social situation of Nigeria as presented in the novel. (AFB 11)
. Write a critical portrait of Kambili’s father Eugene. In so doing, take his ambivalent character traits into

account. (AFB II-111)

. Compare Eugene to his father Nwukwu by focusing your attention on the following aspects: religious beliefs,

authenticity, and open-mindedness. (AFB I1)

. Characterize Beatrice, Kambili’s and Jaja’s mother (AFB 11), and point out how she develops in the course of

events. (AFB I)

. In the end, Beatrice breaks her silence after her husband’s murder. »She even wrote letters to newspapers.«

(p- 296) Imagine what she might have written in one of the letters and write it for her. (AFB 111)

. Characterize Kambili and her brother Jaja. In so doing, point out what they have in common and in which

ways they differ. (AFB 11)

8. Describe how the father educates his children and explain why he does so. (AFB I und 11)

9. Explain how his approach contributes to Kambili’s social isolation at school. (AFB 11)

10.

11.
12.

13.
14.

15.
16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

Explain to what extent Aunty Ifeoma and her family are an alternative to Kambili’s parents and her family.
(AFB 11)

Explain the role Aunty Ifeoma plays in the awakening consciousness of Kambili and Jaja. (AFB 11)

Explain how Amaka and Obiora, two of Ifeoma’s children, help Kambili and Jaja to broaden their horizon.
(AFB 11)

Explain to what extent Beatrice and Aunty Ifeoma are poles apart during most of the novel. (AFB 11)

Point out how Father Amadi contributes to Kambili’s throwing off her chains. (AFB 1)

Describe Kambili’s growing awareness of her sexuality and her infatuation with Father Amadi. (AFB 1)
Describe how he reacts to Kambili’s making advances and explain why he does so. (AFB 1 und 11)

In her opening speech at Frankfurter Buchmesse on October 9, 2018, Adichie said: »this impulse also exists in
the liberal literary world, where women writers are expected to make their female characters>likeable«.« Dis-
cuss if she has done so in writing Purple Hibiscus by focusing on Kambili, Beatrice, Ifeoma, and Amaka.
(AFB 111)

At the same occasion, Adichie claimed: »I have learned from literature that we are all flawed, all of us humans
are flawed. But I have also learned that we are capable of goodness«. Discuss this statement with regard to the
main characters of the novel: Eugene, Beatrice, Kambili, and Jaja. (AFB I11)

Before the novel closes, Kambili tells her mother that after Jaja’s release from prison she wants them to take
him to Nsukka and to Aunty Ifeoma in America, and that Jaja will plant purple hibiscus in their home town.
She does not tell Jaja himself. If she did, how would she explain to her brother why she has these plans? Write
her short address to Jaja. (AFB 111)

Explain to what extent Purple Hibiscus can be considered a coming-of-age novel by having a detailed look at
Kambili’s and Jaja’s development in the course of events. (AFB 1I)

Religion is a major topic of the novel. Explain how the author juxtaposes different approaches to Catholicism
(the father’s, Father Benedict’s, Father Amadi’s, and Aunty Ifeoma’s) on the one hand and the grandfather’s
indigenous religion on the other hand. (AFB 11)

Analyze the narrator’s/Kambili’s language by focusing on her syntax and choice of words. When and why
does she use Igbo vocabulary? (AFB 11)
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23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

Silence is a pervasive topic of the novel. In her speech at Frankfurter Buchmesse, Adichie said: »One must
speak out not because you are sure you will get support but because you cannot afford silence«. Discuss this
statement in the light of her novel Purple Hibiscus. (AFB 111)

The novel can be regarded as an homage to Nigeria’s nature and its art of cooking. Explain to what extent this
is true. (AFB 11)

Before reading the novel, you as the reader were asked what came to your mind when you thought about the
statement »things fall apart at home«. Compare your pre-reading ideas with what happens to Kambili’s family
during the plot. (AFB 111)

Bearing the phrase »things fall apart« in mind, explain to what extent the events hitting the family correspond
to the political development in Nigeria in the 1990s as it is described in the novel. (AFB 11)

The novel is divided into four parts: »Breaking Gods, Palm Sunday«, »Speaking with our Spirits. Before
Palm Sunday«, »The Pieces of Gods. After Palm Sunday«, and »A Different Silence. The Present«. Explain
these titles. (AFB 11)

The plot does not follow a strictly chronological order. Explain why the author has chosen this narrative
technique. (AFB II)

The novel has no happy ending; it is open-ended. Explain why Adichie might have chosen this ending.
(AFB 11)

Post-reading activities

. Write a review on Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s Purple Hibiscus for the school magazine of one of your part-

ner schools in an English-speaking country (AFB 111).

A book review should contain the following information:

* author’s name, title of the book, place and date of publication,

* setting of the plot,

e the main characters,

 the major topics,

* ashort plot outline,

¢ the narrative techniques and the language used,

* the personal evaluation of the book/novel; recommending reading it or not because of its advantages or
shortcomings.

. Mediation: After having read a German review of Purple Hibiscus, write an English summary for a blog on

African literature. (AFB I-11I)

A TV show with a panel on contemporary literature. A host invites two or four participants either recom-

mending reading Purple Hibiscus or advising people not to read it (AFB 111). As background information, you
may use reviews mentioned in the bibliography. (AFB 111)

. Write a news article for an English-language Nigerian newspaper about Jaja’s release from prison. Explain his

arrestation, prison sentence and why he is released in the light of the new political situation in Nigeria.
(AFB 111)

. Role play: Two or three students interview Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie on her novel Purple Hibiscus. The

student taking on Adichie’s role should not only be familiar with the novel, he or she should also have read
interviews the author has given to journalists. (AFB 111)

. Hot Seat Technique: A student takes on the role of one of the main characters and responds to all the impulses

his classmates give him/her. (AFB 111)

6. Write the entry for a blog on the colonial heritage in Nigeria such as it is presented in Purple Hibiscus.

7. Essay-writing: One might argue that Purple Hibiscus takes a hostile view of religion. Write an essay discussing

this view. (AFB 111I)
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